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THEWINDSOfSPRING

Standing in a field facing a howling snowstorm is miserable any way you slice it.
Standing in a field, almost getting knocked over by the wind of spring is great,
envigorating, exciting. It’s the time of year when everything pops out in all
shades of green. Life becomes a new photo op around every corner.
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BillebergaStation.com
(site in Swedish with
an English summary)
~launched recently as
the place online for
information and images
from the railroad station
in Billeberga, Sweden.
Actually, the scope is
- bigger than just one
- station: The site also
covers the railroad lines
_that the station services.
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R The project springs from
_ over the years, starting
when I grew up near the
station. Now it’s time

to make that research
available to a wider
audience.
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Asmundiorps station
Trafikimormation

information for train
travel today, including

Underhdlisrapport 1878 . .

P— real-time arrival and

[t departure status, as well

as a wealth of history all

Asmundiorps station
Tictabell trkn 9 august 1365

Bitleberga: samhiliat

e e e e e B2 T the way back to when
Caes : .
e e e eees mu the railroad first came to

town, back in 1865.

*m;m S it o The thing was, I didn’t
e S want to just create
o - another site with a little

bit of information and
a few pictures. Instead
BillebergaStation.com will grow as more information becomes available.
Already, several people have generously contributed information and
photos from their collections to make this a truly collaborative effort.

The site design is intentionally very fluid, so that as more information

is added, the site can morph to contain the text and pictures, as well

as present it all in the best manner for each sub-topic. I am planning
several ways for site visitors to interact with the information contained in
the underlying database that is the heart of this site. In tech speak, it’s a
Content Management System (CMS).

In time for the website launch, I also wrote a 12-page article about the

~research that I have done

The site contains valuable

—>newsletter archive & subscriptions
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train station that was published in the
Swedish magazine Skdnska Jirnvdgar. (www.
skanskajarnvagar.se)

While this particular site is in Swedish, the
way it handles content, serving it up in a
variety of ways to make it more accessible
and keeping it fully searchable, can be put
to use in any language and for businesses,
non-profits or anyone who needs a site that
blends design with content management.
The site is also scalable, allowing it to grow
seamlessly as the volume of content on the
site grows.
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That last part is essential, because while I designed the site and am

busy researching and writing content for it, I truly don’t know where
the project will be in size and scope a year from now, and that is the
exciting part: to build a website that will grow and mature and take on a
life of its own.

thatbusinessCARD

I recently had lunch with a friend at a restaurant, when the man at the next
table came over. He introduced himself and handed us his business card.
Now, I'll give him credit for effort in trying to drum up business for his
general contracting company. The interruption was very polite, so no points
lost there. The restaurant probably has a “no solicitation” policy, but we
didn’t complain to them.

What stood out to me afterwards as I had a chance to look at the business
card was that it lists a company name (no indication if it is incorporated),
his name, phone, and what construction services he offers. That’s it.

Let’s say I want to check him out. There’s no address, no website, no
indication if licensed or bonded and no references. Sure, I can call him. But
I may just want to check things out, not get into an estimate for a job.

My guess is that the return on investment in the business cards be hands
out is pretty slim. Certainly having a website would give his business a place
people can check out. Maybe see examples of his work and find testimonies.
Also learn if he is licenced, registered or bonded as needed. These days a
website is the new storefront, which is great for small businesses where the
owner and any employees are out doing actual client work during the day ...

INCLOSING

Lots more happening here, but this is all the space for today. Until next
time, don’t forget to check out my blog at filmandcompany.com.

Finally, with the renewing and dusting off of spring underway, don’t forget
to call or email. I can help with your media projects, whether updating or
creating new.

Happy Easter and stay in touch,
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